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Introduction I

• SEEC: Albania, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo,
Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia

• Rural areas in the SEEC lag behind in economic development and are
mostly characterized by depopulation, dual farm structures dominated
by (semi)subsistence agriculture and little economic and income
diversification

• Little competitiveness of the agricultural value chain in comparison to
the EU �  structural changes to come and to be "softened"

• Rural and regional development policies are particularly being
integrated in national policies in the turn of SAA and the perspective of
EU-Accession
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Introduction II

• Rural economic development needs cooperation of
stakeholders on different levels and from different sectors

• Levels: EU, transnational, national, local

• Political and administrative�  Cooperation of different ministries
and administrations

• Sectoral: politics, administration, economy and private sector,
NGOs, civil society, international organisations

• International donors

• Complexity high for all stakeholders!
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Stakeholders I
EU

• Preparation of (potential) candidate countries for EU accession
(Acquis communitaire, administrative structures, policies) via IPA
(Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance)

•  5 components:

- Transition Assistance and Institution Building

- Cross-Border Co-operation

- Regional Development

- Human Resources Development

- Rural Development

•  First 2 are open to all rest to candidate countries
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Stakeholders I
EU
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 IPA  Indicative Budget 2008 to 2011, Mill. Euro • SAPARD  experience
not to be repeated

• Training on and
Promotion of EU
Policies important on
all levels
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Stakeholders II
National

• Differences between the countries, but common status is:

• Low budgets for rural and regional development

• Different ministries responsible for agricultural, rural and
regional development

- Partly setting up of interministerial working groups

- Resources and capacities lacking

• Implementation of the legal frameworks

- Macedonia

- Croatia

• Communication with the local level
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Stakeholders III
Regional/Local

•  Example Montenegro :

Current Situation: Fragmentation

• Local Level : Local Tourist Organizations, Municipalities, Local
Farmers Associations, local NGOs

• Regional Level : Regional Tourist Organizations, Regional
Business Centres, Centre for Sustainable Development of the
North

• Envisaged : Law on Rural Development provides legal basis for
municipalities to join forces and form local action groups
(regions still have to be defined)
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Stakeholders III
Regional/Local

•  Example Macedonia :

Current Situation:

• Decision making body : Council for Regional Development (13
mayors from the region)     implemented in 8 developing regions

• Organisational set-up for elaboration : Centres for regional
development     are currently being established

• Coordinative body : LED offices from the region, civil society,
business sector, public sector
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Stakeholders IV
Transnational

• Standing Working Group on Regional Rural
Development (SWG), representatives of Ministries of
Agriculture of all SEEC

• Transnational Projects

- The Land of Shopska: Cross Border Project Skopje- Nis -
Sofija

- Transboundary regional development project in the
Prespa/Ohrid cross-border region (Macedonia, Greece,
Albania)

11

Federal Ministry for Economic Co-operation
and Development  (BMZ)

Financial
Co-operation (FC)

•Credits
•Grants
•Investments

 KfW

Technical
Co-operation (TC)

•Projects
•Programmes
•Counselling

 GTZ   InWEnt

Personnel
Co-operation (PC)

•Capacity Building
•Development  Edu-
 cation in Germany

German International Cooperation

DED, CIM,
KAS, others

German International Cooperation in SEEC I

12

German International Cooperation in SEEC II

•  Separate Projects

-  GTZ

• Rural development and local economic development LED,

• Advise to the EU Approximation resp. Accession Process

-  InWEnt

•  Capacity Building in persons and institutions

•  Past: Enhancing competitiveness of the agricultural sector

•  Presently: Integrated Rural Regional Development
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German International Cooperation in SEEC III

• Joint Activities:
GTZ-InWEnt Cooperation Project " Rural Regional Management in
structurally weak regions"

• Objective:
Concentration of resources, competencies and knowledge of both
institutions to support rural and regional development in the partner
countries via advise, qualification, and technical support

• Achievements:

- Concept for integrated rural and regional development

- Development of training modules

- Support to Networks between institutions, sectors and countries (e.g. APF)

- Concentration of activities on the same pilot regions �  impact
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Challenges for Cooperation in Rural Areas
in SEEC I

• EU

- Improving the understanding of IPA and EU Policies in the SEEC via
promotion, training etc.

• National

- Rural Development needs to be prioritised by governments (budget)

- Clear understanding of EU RD concept and bottom-up approaches

- Definition and relation of agricultural policy, rural development policy and
regional development policy "rural development is more than enhancing
agricultural productivity"

- Clarification of responsibilities and cooperation of ministries

• Local

- Active participation of the local population
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Challenges for Cooperation in Rural Areas
in SEEC II

• Transnational

- Improved Networking on political level

- Fostering of CBC Projects on local level

- Knowledge transfer between the countries

• International Cooperation

- Harmonisation of activities
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Thank you very much for
your attention!


